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The Module Specification is a markup language for defining the modules of a modular
synthesizer. The specification is designed to support different use cases:

« documentation for developers - along with the specification we provide a

X SL-stylesheet that transforms the XML datainto a html document.

module reference - in the same manner as the developer documentation the XML data
can be used to generate a user's manual

as blueprint for generating modul e instances

The intention of the Module Specification v1.0 is to automate generating modul e instances of
modules supported by the Nord Modular synthesizer. The format was designed only for this
purpose and it was impossible to specify other properties than available in modules of this
synthesizer model. Version v1.2 tries to be independent of the synthesizer model.

In thisversion

is the definition of substitutions embeded rather than specified in another file
are substitutions defined in ECM A script (Javascript)

polymorphism: modules can inherit properties from other modules

it is possible to describe the document and it's content

Future versions of the specification will support

« adding and managing custom modules built from existing ones
nested modules (requires properties that describe internal cabling)
templates

The root element always containsaver si on attribute used to determine the version of this
specification.
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Thefirst child of thenodul e- spec-element isthe header element which contains all
meta data describing the document as awhole.

I anguage identifies the english language to be used in this document
| i cense specifiesthe license assigned to this document

vendor specifiesthe vendor (and it's url) of this document

| ast - nodi f i ed specifies the date of the last modification made to this document
devi ce specifiesthe synthesizer model'snane, os-ver si on, vendor and optionaly
the vendors url

To differentiate parameters or interfaces it is possible to associate key-value pairs with them.
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» Intheexample aboveaclassnamedt ype for thei nt er f ace-component is declared
with the possible valuesi nput and out put . If no classis specified within an interface
element the default valuei nput isused.

In the example above aclassnamed t ype for the par anet er -component is declared
with the possible values cust omand par anet er . If no classis specified within an
parameter element the default value par anet er is used.

» Inthe example above there are no classes declared for modules

The section allows scripting with ECM A Script (javascript). Functions can be declared that
transform one or more parameter values into the value they represent.

Example:
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To the definition of amodule also belongs their relation to each other.
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